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Snow was falling gently on the streets, and 

people were hurrying home, their arms filled 

with gaily wrapped boxes and paper parcels 

from toy stores, candy shops, and bakeries. 

For it was Christmas Eve, and as twilight 

fell, the children throughout Germany 

waited in hushed expectation for night to 

arrive... 

The Nutcracker, by E.T.A. Hoffmann 

 

Generations of children have seen the ballet The Nutcracker τits magical 

story and thrilling musical score have become part of our holiday tradition. 

Last week I combined our Art and Music classes in Kindergarten. We were 

listening to the story ƻƴ /5 ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ¢ŎƘŀƛƪƻǾǎƪȅΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

story by celebrated actress, Claire Bloom. 

After the audio, the children and I were able to answer such questions as: άWhy 

were the King of Mice and the Nutcracker enemies? How was it that the 

Nutcracker turned into a handsome prince?έ 

 

 

 

 



 

 In our Art class we drew a picture of the Nutcracker. And I want to say once again, how 

amazed I was by our little artists. They were very creative. 

 I am so proud of all of them. 

 

 

             

 

To draw our Nutcrackers, we 

used colored pencils, and of 

course, some glitter and 

feathers on itôs hat made the 

Nutcrackers look very 

magical. 

Until next time... 

Happy New Year everybody! 
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