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Math Moments

We are occasionally asked how we teach math in pre-
school. Mathematical concepts develop over time as children are given the op-
portunities to explore, manipulate and organize materials. Counting is one of
the earliest concepts to emerge. It begins with the development of rote count-
ing. Rote counting is the memorization of a sequence of numbers. They may
learn this through conversations, games, songs, finger plays, or stories.

Oneto-one correspondence follows rote counting. Giweone correspondence
means linking one number to an item. Children will often count quickly and ne-
glect to count an object or count it twice. Teachers and parents can assist the
children with strategies such as touching the item or moving it as it is counted.
Teachers model this throughout the day in interest areas and during daily rou-
tines.

Everyday experiences provide a context for preschool children to progress in
math. Activities such as lining up present a natural opportunity fortorene
correspondence. As they line up, the children count each child with the teacher.
When it is time to set the table or put out items to play with, the teachers may
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to promote number sense in children. At home, you can count the number of
shirts that have been folded or count the number of forks that are put in the
dishwasher. At the grocery store, count the number of apples that you buy or if
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older, games are a great way to develop an understanding of numbers by deter-
mining how many spaces they can move by counting the dots on dice or recog-
nizing the number on the spinner.




WELCOME S

ing group times. We
took this joy for read-
ing as an opportunity
to connect with the
Kindergarteners and
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week we meet with
the Kindergarteners
who share different
stories with the chil-
dren. We have already
met several times and
the children seem to
really enjoy it.

We are pleased to
say that the children
in this class love read-
ing stories. Many
times we find the chil-
dren wandering off to
the book area for a
quite moment to inde-
pendently look at We have had many
books. They often re- visitors in the past
quest teachers to read month. First, our local
stories in addition to  [ibrarian came and
listening to books dur- read to us about Win-

March 29th¢Science
Night

PRING!

April 11tht Annual
Art Show

ter and penguins.
Then Mr.
Craig came to visit
with his bongos and
sang many different

songs with us. If you dzj?»h

have not had an op- |
portunity to take a
look, we have posted
some photos from this
event.

It is very exciting to
see the warmer
weather coming our
way and the children
are even more excited
to not wear snow

clothes. /( 2
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Bis a great time

to start switching
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clothes for Spring.

Within the next
month we will begin
to reintroduce the
children to the gar-
den and start to plant
many things right in
our classroom. We
hope to see you at
our Science Night to
kick off the planting!



Jellybean Spring Newsletter

Spring is already here and the Jellybean class is looking forward to exploring all
the changes of the season and taking advantage of the warmer weather. As the weather
does start to warm up we ask that you send in appropriate outerwear (light jacket etc).

This past month we have focused a lot on math skills including colors, numbers,
and shapes. We have also been working on making and recognizing patterns as well as
sorting by a variety of attributes. This past month we have also started to implement both

a letter and shape of the week. Every Thursday and Friday the children have an opportu-
nity to bring in something that either starts with the letter of the week or that is shaped
like the shape of the week. They have really enjoyed this and it has given them an op-
portunity to link what we are talking about at school to home.

In the upcoming months the Jellybeans will be focusing on their alphabet through
a variety of different themes and activities. Along with the letter of the week we will begin
to utilize our journals more frequently which will give the children opportunities to practice
their shapes, |l etters and numbers on the
journal on a weekly basis to see the progress they have made.

Some families have inquired about where their child should be as far as writing is
concerned and to answer the question; everyone develops at different rates and may be
in different stages. | will be sending home an article with some more information regard-
ing this along with the different stages of writing.

Our Garden

Each classroom has been designated a space in the garden and
starting Monday March 29th (Science Night), we will start to plant and
prepare our garden. We encourage families to attend Science night but to
also feel free to participate in tending and caring for our garden all
through the year.



Bumblebees and Blue Jays

Spring is Here!

The children have been
very excited looking for
signs of spring in the gar-
den. They have looked
under the hoops for signs
of things growing. The
Blue Jays have enjoyed
planting some donated
daffodil bulbs around the
outside of the garden. The
Bumblebees and Blue Jay
are looking
forward to
spending
more time in
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Classroom and the SWCLC
Garden.
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Both classrooms have
been developing their
listening and comprehen-

sion skills. The
Bumblebees have been

abilities and are able to
answer questions about

hyming the story.

and listen-

ing for be- The Blue Jays have ex-
ginning panded on their audi-
sounds . tory skills by listening to

story tapes then dis-
cussing the events of
the story. They also
have done a lot with
rhyming and rhythm of

The Blue Jays have gon
further by making lists
using inventive spelling
to develop their pho-
netic sense as well as

their writing skills. words.

In the upcoming months 1€ Blue

the Bumblebees will  Jays will be \.\’

continue to work on getting N ey

letters and numbers as "€ady for »?‘
their kinder-

well as comprehension
of stories. They are im-
proving their listening

garten screenings and
we will be talking about

We want to thank everyone who signed up for

Dates to Remember:

April 19-23
No Nursery School

April 11 Art Show
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Fair

May 20 Family
Picnic

transitioning to kinder-
garten. A list of schools
will be posted where
you can let us know
what school your child
will be attending next
year.

There will be a spring
field trip for the Blue
Jays ¢-more informa-
tion to follow.

shacks. It is greatly appreciated!

As always, our open door policy invites you to
come in and do an art project, read a story or
just help one morning.

Conferences will be in May. A sigp sheet will
be posted two weeks before conferences.

NIS v ¢






