e e )

FALL CENTER NEWSLETT ER 2009

swcdc

DI RECTOROGS CORNER

What is Accreditation?

As you know, South Windsor Child Development Center is NAEYC Accredited. But October 12 No Nursery School
do you know what that means to you and your child? It means that the program you Fulli Day Kindergarten

Upcoming Dates to Remember

and your child participate in has a fAmark ebumB@! i ty.

to providing a program that will meet the individual needs of all the children and

families in our program. To become an accredited program, we part|C|pate'd inavol-g .\ 623 Preschool
untary comprehensive process of stifdy and professional review to determine Conferences
compliance with the program standards. The process of self study requires extensive
observations, and documentation. In addition, all staff is required to meet educa- 4. per 16
tional guidelines or must be actively working towards meeting the educational qualifi-
cations. Becoming an accredited program requires a collaborative effort of adminiﬁ-

. . . ovember 3 No Nursery School
trators, teaching staff and parents coming together to plan program improvements and  ryi-pay Kindergarten
gathering and documenting evidence for the criteria. You can review the criteria at Public School Professional
www.naeyc.org/accreditation Development Day

Ice Cream Social

Accreditation is valid for 5 years and during that time annual reports are submitted

! ) ) " November 10 Literacy Night
during the anniversary month. Each annual report must show progress in making pro- reracy N9

gram improvements. Our current accreditation will expire February, 2011.
November 26 & 27  Thanksgiving
(Center Closed)
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Since our initial accreditation, the system has undergone changes and there are now
10 program standards that define what NAEYC believes every early childhood educa-

tion program should be. They are set l' '.d th )
c hi | dr éeny and aadylldarning by improving the quality of early childhood NSIde this ISsue:
programs serving children birth throuc

. . Garden 2
The steps towards becoming accredited are:

Enrollment in SekStudy Full Day Kindergarten 3
Becoming an Applicant

Becoming a Candidate for NAEYC Accreditation

. - . Nurser 4
Meeting the Program Standards/Accreditation Decision y
Our program must meet three general requirements to become an applicant for Teddy Bears 5
NAEYC accreditation. One of the requirements is establishing a collaborative proc-
ess for completing the program assessment that involves the program administrators
. . . Playful Pups 6
teaching staff, families, and represert
requirement for families to assist us in this process. Once we have obtained our mat
rials a meeting will be arranged for all staff, parents and members of the board of di- Jelly Beans 7

rectors to learn about the process. It will be imperative that all stakeholders attend.
Kindergarten 8
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Our garden and Natureds Playground have had a | ol
our committed volunteer, Trish Safner. Trish is a Master Gardener and a member of

the South Windsor garden club, Down to Earth. Not only has Trish helped us cultivate

the garden, she has taught all of us, adults and children, so much about gardening in

natural ways. We have learned how to eliminate pesticide use by planning and planting

the garden in a manner that discourages destructive insects and encourages beneficial

insects. Recycled cardboard, newspaper and leaf mulch are used to eliminate weeds.

We can proudly say that all of our produce is entirely organic.

It has been a wonderful experience to observe the children planting, weeding and har-
vesting the vegetables. After the hard work is done, eating and enjoying the fruits of
their labor is to us, so rewarding. We are hoping that introducing them to the source of
vegetables will help eliminate the reluctance many children have about eating them.
Many of them are interested in having a garden at home. If you would like to encourage
this interest, Trish is a wonderful resource and would be very happy to give you some
advice.

During the fall if you are thinning out perennials please consider donating them to our

garden and Naturefs Playground. Trish is startinr
insects to the garden. We are also looking for shrubs '
for a back drop.

Some of the plants we could use now include but are
not limited to:

Hostas, lilies, bee balm, black -eyed susans, Shasta dai-
sies, cone flower

Shrubs:

Lilac, hydrangea, forsythia, ornamental grasses of any
kind




In September we opened our first full  -day kindergarten program. It has been an exciting endeavor and
learning experience. | am grateful to the board members and parents who participated in the hiring

process and are continuing to assist with evaluat:i

support and guidance to the teacher, Mrs. JoAnn Goldsmith. The children are very fortunate to have a
teacher who is so passionate about teaching. Mrs. Goldsmith has an MS in Early Childhood Education
and holds a Professional Educator Certificate for birth to three including special education. She is

very committed to a hands -on approach to learning and plans and implements a curriculum which fully
engages the children.

Why is a full -day kindergarten necessary and important you might ask? A famous Gesell philosophy
states that placing children in an extended day kindergarten program gives them the gift of time.

Aside from eliminating the transitions that children experience when they go from one program to an-

other during the day, a full -day program allows time for less hurried instruction better geared to the
needs of children. The extended day program and smaller classes gives teachers the time to evaluate
each studentds strengths and weaknesses in order

learning for all children.

Numerous studies have shown there are many benefits to children attending a full -day kindergarten

program including:

More time for the development of literacy and math skills
30% more time spent on reading and literacy instruction and 46% more time on mathematics
(American Journal of Education, 112, Feb.2006)

Significantly higher reading achievement (

Damian, 1997; Fromboluti, 1988,Harrison  -McEachern,

1989; Hough and Bryde, 1996; Pennsylvania Partnerships, 2000)

Flexibility that allows more time for child initiated, in -depth, and creative activities; children are
less frustrated when they are given ample time to learn new concepts and skills

Time to develop positive relationships with other children.

| would like to extend an invitation to all families to visit the kindergarten program. | am sure you will
agree with me that it is an exciting learning experience for the children.
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Email addresses:
SWCDC@sbcglobal.net Liz
SWCDC1@sbhcglobal.net Amanda
SWCDC13@sbhcglobal.net Elsa

To leave a voicemail message:
Press 1 for Elsa

Press 2 for Amanda

Press 3 for Liz

Press 4 for Center Activities, clos-
ings and events

Odds and Ends

Our website designer has promised to have our site live by the end of
October. Our website address is www.swcdc.org.

If you are a Facebook member you can become a fan of South Windsor
Child Development Center where | post classroom and center activities of
interest.

Fundraising

Proceeds from our recent spa night fundraiser totaled $249.00. Spa
guests enjoyed an evening of pampering and relaxation. A big thank you
to Laura and Stephanie, Playful Pups teachers, for their generous dona-
tion from the evening. Laura and Stephanie are consultants for Beauti-
Control, a line of skin and spa products.
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Reminders:

. Please send your child with
appropriate play clothes for
indoor and outdoor play

. Please make sure your chil-
dren have 2 or 3 pairs of ex-
tra clothes

. Please check your family
folder every day for notes,
art, etc.

. Please bring your own sign in
pen (you can leave it in the
family folder)

. Conferences will be held Oc-
tober 19th-30th

NURSERY SCHOOL

MRS.COSGROVE AND MRS.SENIA

BLUE JAYS (FOURS)

Wedve had a great start to the sc
have been making books, doing graphs, and discovering

al | the new things that '
playground. Also, we have been working on our job ¢
which includes our o0di s
discovery bag with tools to enhance exploration of
ture. The children have responded well to this and I _
wi | | continue to add to
any ideas or items you would like to donate to o
odi scovery bagd please
(ex: kid safe magnifying glasses, small notebooks,
books, etc)

BUMBLEBEES (THREES)

We have had an exciting start to the school year! We
have been working on sdiielp skills with the children
and learning the routine. In addition, the children a
getting to know each other and they are getting alo
very well. The highlights of September were visiting t
gar den, the natureds pl
play dough and making soup. Also, we are finding t
this group loves to sing and dance. We have incorp
rated more music and movement activities into t

schedule and we will continue to do so.
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