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Block Play

In this age of technology blocks seem like such an old
fashioned toy but in a preschool classroom they are a tool
for learning many skills. An observer in a toddler and
preschool classroom will notice block play occurring all da;
long. You may wonder if children are learning when they
play with blocks so often. Block play is a very open ended Children will often ask the teachers to
activity that encourages problessolving skills, math skills, take a picture of the building so they
physics, cooperation and creativity. All of these skills occu can revisit the experience. Older children will utilize paper to label
naturally when children play with blocks but engagement  their buildings or even to create a blueprint. In this way children are
from caring adults can help children gain important exposed to and learning to utilize print in meaningful ways.
knowledge that will extend their play and learning.

other classroom materials are
incorporated to enhance their
structures. It is amazing to see how
creative their building becomes and
the pride they take in their work.

A good set of unit blocks is an investment in a toy that will be utilized
Another name for the wooden preschool blocks that we ust for many years. As children mature they will use the blocks to
Is unit blocks. Each block is enalf the size of the previous  reconstruct buildings and scenes that they have been exposed to.
aAl SR ot201® /KAt RNBY R2Y Theycan also use the blocks as an accessory to action figures or dbli8.
being introduced to the concept of fractions when they Rather than buying the car or the castle for the current action toy in
substitute two smaller blocks for a larger block. When vogue they could instead be encouraged to build the castle with
adults are engaged in play with the child and use vocabula pjocks. The initial outlay for a good set of unit blocks can be quite
such as bigger, smaller, or equal they are giving the childre high, but they can be purchased over time. A three y@drchild does
the foundation for the math concepts. not require a lot of blocks at first but as the child matures the more

the better. Remember, block building is for girls, too!
During the preschool years children that have had consiste g g

exposure to block play will learn about physics. They will
learn about balance and gravity as they experiment. When
children are first exposed to block building they are very

Inside this issue:

interested in building tall buildings. They often become Playful Pups 2
frustrated when the building falls because they have not
provided a foundation that is large and sturdy enough to Jelly Beans 3
balance and support a tall building. Engaged adults help

Reminders 4

children understand that a sturdy foundation is needed to
support a tall building and smaller blocks are easier to

Board of Directors

balance than the tall ones. Teddy Bears 5
LY GKS t1GdSN LINSaOKz22f &Sk NBR OKAfRNBYQa 0f znymsery & YSa
YdzOK Y2NB O2YL)X SE® G GKA& adlr3asS GkKSe R2y(
much adult interaction because they have mastered the o
Fundraising 7

basics. Observers will notice children negotiating and
working together to solve problems. They begin to work
cooperatively with their peers to build complex structures. Kindergarten 8
Accessories such as people, animals, decorative blocks, and

Community Events
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Winter Is

These past few months have
been very busy for us in the
Playful Pups Room. | hope eve-
ryone had a chance to see the
photos from the friendship feast.
Our classroom made corn bread
to share with everyone. They
really seemed to enjoy the
bread and most of them even
liked it when they tried it.
Thanks to everyone who do-
nated food items. It
was greatly appre-
ciated!

Well, the
cooler weather
seems to have fi-
nally made its way here. Just a
reminder for our cooler weather
policy, we will continue to go
outside until

e

Playful Pups

Herelll

with the wind chill. So warm jack-
ets, hats, and mittens are a must.
And just as an FYI, we are not
able to put scarves
on the children to
play outside be-
cause they are con-
sidered a choking
hazard. However if you would
like them to wear it on the way in
and the way home, that is fine.

When the snow approaches we
ask that you provide snow pants,
waterproof snow boots, and
waterproof mittens. Throughout
these next few months we will be
working with the children on
learning how to put their winter
attire on

independently. We

ask that you will try

I tand encourage this

=

02/05/2007

self-help skill at home. We use

phrases | ike 6flip

jackets and 6t humb

hol ed for their mit
In the class-

room, one of the

past themes we

talked about were

letters. The children enjoyed vari-
ous art projects involving letters,
especially the letter of their first
name. We talked about friendship
and taking care of one another,
Along with this we talked about
emotions. The children are really
starting to pick up on their own
emotions as well as others. We say
things such as 061 ¢
or O0You | ook sadd t
ognize the various emotions they

are feeling.
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Winter News In The Jelly Bean
Ms. Kelly, Ms. Glenda,
&Ms. Karen Classroom!

oOh The Weat her Out s .

As the cold weather begins  our newest resources, Lastly, as preschool teach-

O T AEA EOG80 AG4ORATIAAG A0 B AOT el wk know haw igpor-

Jelly Beans continue to be The discovery box gives tant these years of a

hard at play in the class- children the opportunity AEEI A86O 1 EEAA AOA
room! Every week, we to explore letter formation development. Every day,

learn about a new letter of and sounds. Materials in- we encourage and model

the alphabet, and we base  clude magnetic strips, pic- appropriate play, peer

several of our teacher di- tures, and a white board. interactions, and inde-

rected activities around
that particular letter.
Shown below, is an art
activity where the children
are using paint and cheer-
Eos toAtr}/ anfj for[n thie _ groups. . . I
| AOOAO O#6 11 S‘Rﬁ&ep
You can also see one of low, are '
some of our
friends ex-
ploring sev-

eral kinds of beans during
a science activity based
AOT OT A OEA 1 AOOAO 0" 86

The children have also pendence.

been learning about the
process of sorting and

classifying
objects into @

As The Winter Months Continue...

Just as the children learn cold months. Even on the
about the other various sea- days that it is too cold to go
sons, we will continually outside, we hope to bring the
discuss winter inour class- O OOAT 1 OO ET o
room. The children will children to investigate with

have several opportunities snow and ice!
for exploration during our




Winter Reminders

STORM CLOSING INFORMATION
When the South Wlndsor Public Schools are closed for inclement weather, the South Windsor Child Developme
Center will open at 7:00 a.m. for day care students. Nursery school classes will be candele@djustment.
When there is gublicschooldelay, Nursery School is held as regularly scheduled.

If the weather is severe, staffing will be arranged to help ensure a prompt opening as many staff come from a
greater driving distance than our families. Staff will make every attempt to be prompt but please be understandi
AF &2dz NS Fa1SR G2 adlre dzyGdAft I RSljdzr 4GS adGl ¥Fay3
licensing regulations regarding staff/child ratios.

Should we need to close the Center for a full day or close early, there will be no fee adjustment and announcem:
will be broadcast on the following radio and television stations after 6:00 a.m.:
Channel 3 Channel 30
1080 WTIC AM
Storm information is also available at the following websites:
www.wfsb.com, www.wtic.com, www.nbc30.com

You can go to any of the websites and sign up for a text message to be sent to your email or phone.

Safety Reminders

Safety of children at all times is of the greatest importance to everyone. It takes only a moment for a
tragedy to happen. Yes, it is cold outside and it is nice to keep your car warm or leave the baby in the

car for a quick dropff. Itis dangerous and against the law to leave young children in the car unsu-
pervised. An empty, running car poses a potential hazard. All automaohilssbe turned offwhile
you dropoff or pickup your child. S

. . | . | . Sy AN
When you are dropping off or picking up your child, the child must be with you at all times. Please do J‘;@g&c
not allow children to wander in the hallway or from class to class, wait at the front door or wander in )w{/f‘\

the parking lot. We supervise your children very carefully all day and ask that you follow the same
guidelines to keep your child safe. Children do not have the ability to recognize dangerous situations.
They depend on adults to set rules and boundaries to keep them safe.

Please share this with anyone who picks up your child.

From the Board of Directors

Happy New Year!

The Board of the South Windsor Child Development Center would like to formally thank all

the teachers, staff, and parents for all their hard work and dedication to the center. SWCDC is
a great place to be because of all of you.

In October, the center participated in the United Way Day of Caring. We were the recipients

of a team of Westinghouse employees who performed an amazing amount of work for us. IQ}/ \f )
addition to building the beautiful new shed, the Westinghouse employees planted arborvi ,Tj(
bushes to line our property, stained and repaired rear stairs, trimmed trees and performed.a ﬂd
variety of other jobs for us. The day was quite a success' A specnal thanks to those of you [ ﬂx
6K2 KSfLISR (G2 O22NRAYFGS YR &dzlld & ¥22R
out you!

A special thank you to those parents who graciously volunteered their time and equipment to
make the center ready after the unexpected pkalloween snow storm. Thanks to their
efforts, the center was able to open as expected.
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Teddy Bears 2

Special points of
interest:

Winter Clothing
Reminder
2 KI G SQ@
learning

What we will be
learning about

Artist & Author of
the Week

January News

LiQa KINR G2
New Yearhas already arrived,
and with it has come the cold
winter weather. We ask families
to please be sure to dress your
child appropriately for the
weather. We suggest sending
your child in layers with a coat,
mittens and a hat as we do go
®WBd8ors in the colder weather
in temperatures above5
degrees.f there are further
guestions about the winter
weather policy please be sure
to ask a teacher or refer to the
parent board located by our
sign in sheet.

We would like to thank
families for your classroom
contributions from our wishing
tree. They are greatly
appreciated. We would also like
to give a special thanks to
{ldzvel Qa

THtbrds rdt B teéick bisi@boiit KvBthin our classroom and

Diwali.

Over the past month we
have been discussing several
cultural traditions and
celebrations that occur all
around the world. We have
been discussing similarities and
differences and learning about
how they relate to us. The
children not only enjoyed the
visit from Mrs. Jha, but also
enjoyed making lanterns for the
Chinese New Year with Ms. Liz
and gingerbread cookies with
aad [SIHKd 2SQR
families again for providing us
with your family surveys . They
helped a great deal in
preparation for our cultural
unit, allowing us to make the
lessons meaningful for each
child.

Y2 Y3 wABdglwithwesrhing BEbNJ

coming into the class during our similarities and differences

Artist & Author of the Week

Starting the second week of January we will be introducing an Artist and/or Author of the Week. We will be assigningvepksifiz

January 201

families, we have also been
focusing on our fine motor skills
and working very hard with
proper letter formation, letter
sounds and pencil grip. We
have seen a lot of progress in
this area and will continue to
learn about letters & numbers.

In the upcoming weeks we
will be moving our focus to the
changing of the seasons and
learning all about winter. We
will not only be discussing
seasonal weather changes but
alsd dis&ussihiBernétifn, ahd
learn about the changes with
animals in the environment
around us. We will also
continue to work on letters,
numbers and math skills
including but not limited to
sorting, patterning, and
grouping.

each child, which will be posted on our classroom events calendar. Each child will have the opportunity to draw, wdte arstory,
picture or project to show and tell to his/her friends. This will allow each child to feel unique and special, take thréieviorks of art,
FYyR G2 62N] |4 K2YS GAGK TLYATASE 2y GaK2YS@E2N) ¢ (G2 o&)uds
¢CKAd A& GKSNB FlLYAtASa O02YS Aysz ¢S Fal GKFG oKSy ihéweekio & 2
discuss with your child what he or she wants to create. It can range from a book, to a short story, or a picture witlcgogbortY ou
can build something 3D or be creative and come up with another idea that we have not listed. If your child misses hismabeXrtist
and/or Author of the week a reminder note will be sent home with a make up date. But we ask that you try your hardesireyoeis
OKAf RQa LINRP2SOl A& O02YLX SGSR 060&8 KA&AkKSNI FaaAdySR RIAiy§ues-2 S
tions regarding Artist & Author of the week please contact a classroom teacher by phone, email, or in passing.
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We have talked about the human body, bones, and organs. We
discussed how germs are transferred and how to keep our bodies
healthy, although this will be an egoing discussion throughout

the winter! We explored grocery stores and the tasks of
employees and customers, and spent all of December learning
about gingerbread people and comparing and contrasting their
stories. We were introduced to patterns, sequencing, and object
comparison. We also discussed the concept of giving to others.

2SS gAfftX

We will start off January with an investigation of ice! We will
explore the properties of snow and ice by freezing and melting
different forms of matter. We will continue to discuss hibernation
and migration, and animal homes. In late January we will begin
comparing different versions of the stohe Mitten,and

exploring the sequence of smallest to biggest. February will bring
an exploration of what it means to be a friend, and what happens
at a Post Office. In March, we will begin investigating authors,
illustrators, and artists.

Thank You!

We want to thank all of you for your incredible participation!
Almost everyone in both programs has come in and played with us
for at least 20 minutes and we have had some spectacularly
healthy snacks. Today the Bumblebees had cucumber and
peppers, and | think some of the kids tried and enjoyed peppers
without being quite sure what they were eating!

We are looking for...

If you have any old stationary, stickers, or envelopes that you will
no longer use, please feel free to send them in for our Post Office.
Thanks!




Fundraising

We held our second Scholastic Book Fair during Parents Night. This one night event was quite successful and provitkxdutitle cen
an additional $359 dollars of scholastic dollars to be used by our teachers to support our classrooms. The Yankee Gaistie Fun
that ran in November was also quite successful. We had over 22 families participate with close to $1900 in total sdFe@iVES

a portion of these sales directly from Yankee Candle, roughly $728.

We are beginning to outline 2012 fundraising activities. One thing we are considering is spritS¥W&DC T shirts and  svadatts
for adults and kids. Be on the lookout for samples!

Keep clipping those box tops. The older aftercare students are helping us count and bag all the box tops for submi€fiare- SW
OSA@Sa mMmn OSyia F2N) SOSNE 02E (2L) ad2o YAGGSRX{ 2 1 SSuforaly Of
your support.

Additionally, we are working on evaluating the long term heating and cooling options for the center. We have formedoarsutiee

to assist in evaluating the various proposals and options. If anyone has any particular expertise in this area, or jpish@ms tcom-
mittee, please reach out to Jen Grohs, Chairperson (jengrohs@att.net) or any member of the Board of Directors.

On behalf of all of us on the Board, best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Please Open Your Heart and give a little love to a little one in
need.

Registration

Needed:New and Clean, Gently Used items

Diapers, Wipes, Ointment, Lotion, Bath Soap Powder, Bottles, Hooded . . .
Towels, Crib Sheets, Receiving Blankets, Diaper Bags, Snowsuits, Pacifie 4,\'W39ry school reglstratlon Is at
Onesies, Infant Toys the end of January.
LGSya (2 0SS R2yF(iSR (2 ¢KS bSdig2N)] !'3IFAyad 52YSaidArAd !odza
Shelter, KIDSAFE CYWay Life Center and local residents.

Drop off Centers: Returning childcare registration
Community Center takes place April-23, 2012.
Police Dept.
Town Hall .

k]

SAVE THE DATE ;

FAMILY NIGHT IS MARCHRLITERACY FOCUS

South Windsor Youth and Family Services Events

/
SWAN Parenting Program Women at Work
1-2-3 Magic A new group focusing on
A parenting program to assist the concerns and challenges
parents with discipline issues. of working momes.
Jan. 25 & Jan. 30 Jan. 25 & Feb. 29
6:30-8:00 PM -87000PM

S.W. Community Center S.W. Community Center



