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In November, we held our second ñLiteracy Night.ò  We all enjoyed listening to Mrs. Goldsmith, our kinder-

garten teacher, read Jan Brettôs The Mitten.   The purpose of literacy night is to demonstrate how we incorpo-

rate literacy, math, art, and science into the curriculum.  Childrenôs story books are an engaging method of 

connecting these content areas.  We realize that it is difficult for parents to understand how this is done so 

the evening is planned to assist you in gaining understanding of the intentionally planned activities that your 

children have the opportunity to participate in each day. 

 

During the evening, teachers provided activities that were appropriate for the various age groups that at-

tended.  For example, in the classroom that presented a writing activity, three different activities were pre-

sented.  The younger children were able to trace letters in sand or on tactile boards.  The younger preschool-

ers used a ñfeely boxò to choose letters then match them to animal word cards.  The older preschoolers and 

kindergarten children had a letter scavenger hunt and then had to spell out words with the letters they found.  

The connection to the book was made by showing the children how the letters were used at the beginning of 

each page.   In the math classroom, the children developed patterns with the animals from the book. For 

smaller children it was appropriate just to identify the animals.  For younger preschoolers sorting the animals 

is age appropriate while older preschoolers and kindergarten children made picture patterns.  I would like to 

point out that all these activities were hands on and the children were able to interact with the materials at 

their own developmental level. 

 

These types of activities happen every day in each classroom.  Teaching literacy and math skills are not iso-

lated events.  Looking around the classrooms you will see evidence of dictation, letter recognition and early 

attempts at writing.  You can observe children learning math concepts by using materials to sort, match and 

count.  Our activities are intentionally planned based on the knowledge that learning is sequential and chil-

dren must master one skill set before being introduced to the next level.  The most important part of all these 

activities is that children enjoy learning and feel successful in their attempts to understand complicated con-

cepts. 

 

Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs guides our teaching practice.  It is 

based on NAEYCôs position statement of best practices for young children.  This position statement was de-

veloped from extensive research, not assumptions, of how children learn and develop.  A developmentally 

appropriate curriculum means knowing and understanding each child and planning an engaging curriculum 

that it challenging yet suited to their individual needs. 

 

Understanding how children learn in an early childhood setting can be confusing due to the variety of written 

and visual media advertising. Usually these forms of advertisement focus on a single skill set such as identi-

fying letters only.  It is our wish that when you have questions about how we are preparing your 

child for kindergarten and beyond that you speak to one of your classroom teachers. 

 

 

Promoting Early Literacy      

Interest and Skills 



Accreditation 

 
As you may recall we have the fortune to be chosen to participate in the 

grant funded Accreditation Facilitation Project.  Participation in this 

program will assist us during the self-study phase.  Completing and 

analyzing the family survey was the first step to be undertaken.  Results 

of this survey will drive our improvement plans. Thank you to the fami-

lies who completed the survey, your input is greatly appreciated.  One 

particular standard, Assessments was a standard that you consistently 

identified as needing improvement.  Once we start working on this stan-

dard, any special expertise or input will be greatly appreciated. 

Upcoming dates to remember 
 

 
  December 1-31      Kindergarten registration 

  December 24         Center closes at 4:00                      

                                (Christmas Eve)                                  

  December 25          Center closed                

                                (Christmas Day)                                                                                                     

  Dec. 24 ï Jan. 1     No Nursery  School/  

                                Kindergarten                           

 January 1              Center closed  

                                (New Yearôs Day)  

  January 18            No Nursery School/  

  Kindergarten (Martin Luther King Day) 

  January 25            Nursery School  

                                Registration 

  February 1            Kindergarten advance  

                                tuition due 

SWCDC Kindergarten 
 

 

 

As a reminder to all parents of children in the 

four year-old full-day and nursery school pro-

grams.  We are now accepting registrations from 

enrolled students and students from South Win-

dsor and surrounding towns.  Our kindergarten 

program has a low teacher/student ratio, allow-

ing Mrs. Goldsmith to work individually with 

each student to realize his/her full potential.  The 

full -day schedule allows ample opportunity to 

learn and practice emerging skills.  Mrs. Gold-

smith can be contacted during the day or by 

email (swcdcK@sbcglobal.net) to set up a time 

for a classroom observation and individual con-

ference. 

mailto:swcdcK@sbcglobal.net




       We recently noticed 

that the children in our 

classroom were expressing 

interest in their emotions, as 

well as those of their peers.  

That prompted us to dive 

into a week long exploration 

of feelings and emotions.  

During this time we ex-

plored facial expressions and 

the different terms used to 

describe them.  The chil-

dren found it amusing to 

decipher the dramatic ex-

pressions of their teachers.  

They were quick to shout 

out mad or happy with the 

corresponding faces, but 

needed a little more help 

with surprised, proud, 

afraid and so on.   

 This particular 

topic is one that is very im-

portant in helping children 

reach social and emotional 

competence.  Children be-

come problem solvers 

when they are able to iden-

tify and verbalize their 

wants, needs and emotions.  

It is also an important skill 

when engaging in coopera-

tive  play with peers.  

 We see fewer tan-

trums and outbursts as   

 We have been spend-

ing some time working with 

the children to keep the 

germs out of our classroom. 

They are  learning how to 

cover their coughs and 

sneezes and continue to prac-

tice these skills. During this 

runny nose season many of 

the children become inter-

ested in wiping their noses 

independently. We encour-

age their independence while 

also remind them that it is 

important to wash their hands 

after. The children find them-

selves washing their hands 

quite often so we have cre-

ated a little song for them to 

sing while washing. This way 

they know they have washed 

long enough to get rid of all 

the germs. The children really 

seem to enjoy the song and 

have started to remember the 

words. It is sung to the tune  

of Frere a Jacques and goes 

like this:                       

Tops and Bottoms            

Tops and Bottoms                

In Between                         

In Between                            

All Around My Hands      

All Around My Hands  

Make Them Clean        

Make Them Clean 

 

Hand Washing Song 

Playful Pups  
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children become more confi-

dent in expressing their emo-

tions.   

 You can help your 

child develop emotional com-

petence by giving him/her the 

language to express her feel-

ings.  Donõt discourage feelings 

of frustration or anger.  Instead 

acknowledge those feelings and 

give your child the tools to 

properly express them.  For 

example, òI can see that you are 

mad.  Letõs take a break to 

calm down and we can try 

again in a few minutes.ó 

If  Youôre Happy and You Know It! 
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 Happy, sad, frustrated or excited, these are some of the many emotions we experience through-

out the day. In order to help our preschoolers express these emotions in a healthy way weôve expanded 

our feelings corner and provided them the tools they need to learn positive behaviors.  Many of our chil-

dren have begun to use the center as a problem solving station both as individuals and with their friends.  

�:�K�D�W�¶�V���+�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�" 

  
 This month we will be learning about 

many holidays that are celebrated all around the 

world including but not limited to:     Diwali, 

Kwanzaa, Chanukah, Holi, Three Kings Day, 

Christmas and many more. In learning about these 

holidays we will be talking about similarities and 

differences, recognizing and making patterns, and 

showing an understanding of stories.  We will be 

giving them opportunities to be creative and repre-

sent their own ideas about the holidays using a vari-

ety of materials.  

Self Help Skills! 

  
With practice, repetition and consistency 

our Jellybean friends have been working 

very hard in developing their self help skills 

and independence. We have been practicing 

zippering and putting on outdoor clothes, 

using the bathroom and washing our hands, 

pouring milk, juice and much more. We 

thank-you for working with us and  for your 

support in fostering your childrenôs inde-

pendence.  

REMINDERS:  Dec.22nd Winter Celebration with Paul Recker 10:00 a.m. 

            Early Closing December 24th 4:00 p.m. 

             No School December 25th  

  


